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A Bureau of the Washington State Patrol 
 

 

Historical Fire Facts 
 

 
 

Brief History of the Fire Protection Bureau 
 
The State Fire Marshal’s Office was created when legislation was enacted in 1951, after a fire in a 
Hoquiam Nursing Home killed 23 people.  The State Fire Marshal’s Office was first part of the Office of 
the Insurance Commissioner then it was moved to Department of Community Development and is now a 
Bureau within the Washington State Patrol. 
 
1951 State Fire Marshal’s Office created as part of the Office of the Insurance Commissioner. 
 
1961 Fireworks law created (RCW 70.77) 

 
1977 Data collection created (RCW 48.489.110) 
 
1984 Fire Training Academy dedicated 
 
1986 Fire Protection Policy Board created by the Legislature  
 
1986 State Fire Marshal’s Office and Fire Training joined to create Fire Protection Services and moved 

to Department of Community Development 
 
1986 Fire Training Academy received certificate of approval for combination and advanced Marine 

Firefighting 
 
1990 Sprinkler licensing law created (RCW 18.0160) 

 
1992 Fire Resource Mobilization Law enacted (RCW 38.54 revised in 1995 to include all hazards) 
 
1994 Fire Protection Bureau moved to Washington State Patrol 
 
1995 WSP Hazmat Unit merged with Fire Protection Bureau Mobilization Section 
 
1995 Regionalization and Regional contracts support system created 
 
1995 Washington State received IFSAC Accreditation  
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1995 Firefighter I Accreditation received 
 
1996 Fire Service Instructor 1 Accreditation received 
 
1998 Governor’s Fire Protection Task Force created 
 
1998  Aircraft Rescue Firefighting Prop Dedication  
 
1999 Fire Investigator accreditation received 
 
1999 Fire and Life Safety Educator accreditation received 
 
 
 

State Fire Marshals 
 

Name   Date 
   
Mary Corso 1998-2003 
Mike Matlick, Acting 1997-1998 
Gail Otto, Acting 1997 
Roger Woodside, Acting 1996-1997 
Dick Small 1989-1996 
Sandy Benbrook, Acting 1989 
George Eastman c 1987 
Pat Frost 1986 
Tom Brace 1976-1986 
Rex Jordan c 1963 
Karl Herman c 1960 

 
 
 

Fire Loss Data 
 

 Firefighter  Firefighter  Fire Related Property  
   Deaths1,2  Injuries*2,5 Fire Deaths3

Hospitalizations4 Loss3

      
2003 3 1237 43  $     135,544,158.00  
2002 0 1258 70 277  $     141,551,441.00  
2001 6 1314 60 310  $     130,569,795.00  
2000 0 1243 60 258  $     183,607,548.00  
1999 0 1462 56 238  $     231,797,308.00  
1998 0 1309 73 227  $     206,223,346.00  
1997 2 1252 31 214  $     170,470,951.00  
1996 2 1411 51 194  $     303,000,000.00  
1995 5 1318 70 227  $     150,000,000.00  
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1994 0 1329 51 230  $     169,233,298.00  
1993 0 1346 60 257  $     156,572,208.00  
1992 1 1249 55 239 No Data Available 
1991 0 1257 46 270 No Data Available 
1990 2 1224 62 268 No Data Available  

 
 

Large Life Loss Residential Fires 
 

Date of  
Fire 

Department Property Life Fire Cause 
Fire Location Loss Loss   

2/6/1919 Seattle  10  
4/6/1920 Seattle  5  

10/17/1929 Seattle  10  
1/31/1943 Seattle  21 B-29 vs Sanitarium 
2/18/1951 Seattle  21* Crash of a B-29 
02/17/45 Tacoma  22 undetermined 

2/17/1945 Tacoma  19 Welding 
1/30/1951 Hoquiam  21  
3/20/1970 Seattle  21 Arson 

02/04/84 Tacoma  9 
Gas heater ignited 
combustibles 

2/4/1984 Tacoma  9 
child w/access to ignition 
device 

05/25/85 Tacoma  3 
child w/access to ignition 
device 

01/26/88 Tacoma  5 
child w/access to ignition 
device 

7/6/1988 King Co.  5  
1/5/1995 Seattle  4 Arson 

05/31/96 
Shelton Fire 
Dept. $75,000.00 6 Smoking 

11/3/1997 Bremerton  4  
4/27/1998 Arlington  8 undetermined 

 
 
 

Line-of-Duty Firefighter Deaths 
Date Name Fire Department 
8/11/2004 Mike Ward U.S.Forest Service 
12/5/2003 Timothy Ross Everett FD 
11/17/2003 Richard J.Tiffany Clark C. FPD #2 
7/26/2003 Randall Harmon Superior Helicopter, Grants Pass OR 
9/8/2001 Allan "Mac" Marriott PortTownsend 
7/10/2001 Tom L. Craven National Forest Svs 
7/10/2001 Karen L. Fitxpatrick National Forest Svs 
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7/10/2001 Jessica L. Johnson National Forest Svs 
7/10/2001 Devin A. Weaver National Forest Svs 
6/18/2001 Jeremy Chandler Grant Co. FPD#5 
4/3/1997 Curt W. Rogers Vancouver 
3/16/1997 Russett S. Hauber Yakima 
4/9/1996 John Bostor Grant Co. FPD #5 
3/6/1996 Seven M. Beck King FPD #2 
3/27/1995 Dana Morrison Ferry Co. FPD #2 
1/5/1995 Randy Terlicker Seattle 
1/5/1995 Jim Brown Seattle 
1/5/1995 Gregory Shoemaker Seattle 
1/5/1995 Walter Kilgore Seattle 
7/4/1992 Paul Bjorklund Benton Co. FPD #1 
12/24/1990 Loren Christian Chewelah 
8/6/1990 Toni Godsil Grand Coulee 
11/6/1989 Jeanette A. Dozler Snohomish #14 
9/9/1989 Mathew W. Johnson Seattle 
8/24/1989 Ralph W. Boyle Yakima #5 
2/1/1988 Irving D. Day Tacoma 
1/30/1988 Robert R. Sittner Skagit #7 
7/12/1987 Robert Earhart Seattle 
2/16/1987 Gary Parker Everett 
11/23/1986 Daniel R. Lohr Sultan 
1/14/1984 Mary Mathews Seattle 
9/12/1982 Paul Heidenreich Spokane 
5/9/1982 Levi H. Nelson Thurston FPD #9 
4/25/1982 Roy Kadow Pierce #2 
9/24/1981 Julian J. Malek King 47 
10/18/1980 Morris J. Bliss Washougal 
3/31/1980 Scott W. Maybay King FPD #16 
3/9/1980 George W. Bittman Thurston FPC #11 
3/3/1980 Robert G. Hanna Spokane 
4/30/1979 Ralph P. Bucklen Kent 
8/30/1978 Dale W. Kruse* Sequim 
3/19/1978 Frank W. Williams Pierce FPD #26 
8/5/1977 Roy E. Scales Skagit #10 
6/30/1977 Arthur C. Shrives Benton Co. FPD #1 
1/8/1977 Ronald G. Storlie King #4 
1/6/1977 Kendrick Rowland Zillah 
5/10/1976 Gerald Miller Seattle 
6/30/1974 Leonard E. Roseberry Benton FPD #5 
6/21/1974 Robert Billings Stanwood 
2/25/1974 Dale F. Jones Tacoma  
1/17/1974 Robert A. Nelson Kitsap #7 
1/1/1974 Gabriel Techi Walla Walla 
1/1/1974 Woodrow W. Groom, Jr. Walla Walla 
12/26/1973 Arthur S. Hillstrom South Prarie 
11/26/1973 Kenneth Bridges Yakima #11 
9/12/1973 Richard Kretz Cowlitz FPD #3 
6/24/1973 Paul Linder King FPD #18 
12/3/1972 Carrol Wagaman Tacoma 
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9/18/1972 Edward Minaker Whatcom FPD #3 
2/4/1972 Richard S. Mason Elma 
4/12/1971 Nick L. Krieger Spokane FPD #9 
1/3/1970 Francis "Rudy" Wright Mrysville 
10/21/1969 Roy K. Ramble Grant Co. FPD #5 
1/2/1969 Patrick E. Parsons King FPD #39 
11/29/1968 Henry C. Gronnerud Seattle 
7/15/1967 Charles P. Kimmel King FPD #13 
4/3/1967 James D. Fisher Spokane FPD ## 
8/15/1966 Robert D. Miller Klickitat FPD#3 
6/17/1966 Harold W. Webb Seattle 
1/14/1966 Leroy A. Makkey Spokane 
3/21/1965 Maurice R. Bradley Jefferson FPD #1 
1/27/1965 Robert H. Stewart Yakima FPD #5 
7/23/1964 John Herron Seattle 
5/20/1964 Ernest A. Smith Selah 
11/1/1963 Alvin Olson Clark FPD #3 
7/14/1963 Arthur Strong Tacoma 
4/11/1962 Merritt Nichols Pierce #3 
6/7/1961 Raymond Stronzinsky Walla Walla 
1/10/1957 James Willey Seattle 
6/2/1956 Leonard W.Doyle Spokane 
6/10/1955 W. Orvil Chidress Walla Walla 
9/12/1953 Oscar F. Knierim Tacoma 
6/2/1952 Willis A. Cunnington Walla Walla 
8/21/1951 John D. Jansen  
9/11/1949 Glen S. Murphy Seattle 
5/7/1949 Jack McGee Seattle 
12/4/1945 Andrew G. Beattie Seattle 
12/27/1944 William F. Gustafson Spokane 
9/22/1943 L..F. "Slim" Staton PortTownsend 
2/20/1943 Luther D. Bonner Seattle 
2/25/1942 Jesse L.Booher Spokane 
11/18/1940 Clarance J. Johnson Tacoma 
7/15/1939 Thomas E. Sparrow Spokane 
6/2/1938 Theodore R. Cousland Seattle 
10/1/1937 Albert S. Wolport Seattle 
2/8/1934 Conrad Hymel Tacoma 
10/6/1930 Charles Bunnell Spokane 
5/3/1928 Charles E. Wheeler Seattle 
6/30/1927 Darwin T. Lund Seattle 
8/7/1925 Cecil McKenzie Seattle 
9/22/1924 William A. Shuberg Seattle 
5/25/1924 George Crane Tacoma 
5/3/1924 William A. Hutchinson Spokane 
11/10/1923 William A. Taro Everett 
10/29/1923 Dennis T. Boyle Everett 
7/23/1923 Horace E. Roberts Seattle 
6/25/1920 Tom Cunningham Centralia 
4/7/1920 Charles F. Lacasse Seattle 
1/11/1920 Warren S. Willis? Spokane 
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7/24/1917 Ole G. Rust Seattle 
1/20/1917 Fred G. Gilham Seattle 
9/21/1914 E. G. Deardorf Spokane 
8/2/1914 Patrick Cooper Seattle 
12/16/1912 C. F. McClure "Guy" Tacoma 
10/6/1912 Albert Schwarzer Tacoma 
1/27/1912 Robert J. Wolff Walla Walla 
2/15/1911 Jesse Hill Tacoma 
12/15/1910 J.N. Longfellow Seattle 
12/5/1909 Henry J. Maynard Seattle 
1/30/1909 Daniel Noonan Tacoma 
3/6/1905 Herman A. Mero Spokane 
10/8/1902 John I. Lynch Spokane 
3/6/1895 Charles E. Braban Seattle 
5/25/1894 Gerorge T. Chapman Spokane 
4/6/1892 W. O. Phillips Tacoma 
3/9/1891 Herman Larson Seattle  
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